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ABSTRACT 

^he study was conducted amono secondary schools in 
Alaskan communities where larqe numbers of rural native students are 
enrolled throuah the Boardinq Home Program. It was assumed thet 
village teachers often did not send student records which would have 
provided a basis for placino students in appropriate academic 
nrocrams. It was believed that, without past achievement records, 
native students were often placed in lower-achievement-level classes. 
The croup tested in the study consisted of 69 native ninth graders of 
Eskimo, Aleut, and Athabascan origin. It was thought that many of the 
rural native students were capable of more advanced academic work, 
according to their achievement test profile analysis, upon enterino 
the ninth grade. It was concluded that the students achieved hioh 
scores on a relatively less culturally biased abstract reasonino test 
and that these students had the potential to do well in academic 
work. It was sugqested that teachers should take more care to base 
their expectations on the capabilities of individual rural native 
students and not on stereotypes about the group as a whole. Table of 
statistics are appended. (Ft) 
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v Institute Research Notes ate non-ihematlc presentations of research 
data by institute staff or associates. The Retearch Notes format 
allows authors to present without extensive analysis research findings 
which may be of interest to scholars, industries, agencies, 
communities, or other groups in Alaska. V ■ - i ? f > i: { 

Judith Kleinfeld in an assistant professor of educational psychology 
: s : v at the Institute of 8odal, Economic and Oovemment Research. She 
‘ holds a EdD. in educational psychology from the Harvard Graduate 
' School of Education. Beb^e joining the institute, she taught Indian 
: and Eskimo students at the Alaska Native Medlccl Center in 
Anchorage. ' .Vr^% 
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